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Additionally, homeless women experience higher rates of violent victimization than women who have access to housing (Kushel, Evans, Perry, Robertson, & Moss, 2003) . Therefore, housing can be understood as a critical protective factor in the prevention of sexual violence and an area warranting increased advocacy, particularly during difficult economic climates.
Sexual violence often acts as a precursor to homelessness, and once a person becomes homeless their risk for sexual victimization is heightened. Oppression can both heighten risk and compound the barriers that sexual violence victims and survivors encounter in housing arenas. Women, people of color, runaway/ throwaway youth, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer/questioning (LGBTQ) populations, people with disabilities, and residents in rural areas face heightened risks for sexual victimization due to the array of social and economic barriers they often face.
This guide is intended to equip advocates with information and resources to support their housing advocacy efforts. To these ends, information on housing as both a sexual violence prevention and intervention advocacy area is explored.
Opening the Door T he occurrence of sexual violence is related to one's access to safe and affordable housing. This is true for both sexual violence perpetration and victimization. People who have a history of committing sexual offenses are more likely to be repeat offenders when they lack stable housing resources (Levenson & Cotter, 2005 ). 
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Section One
The Connections Between Housing And Sexual Violence A ccording to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, "approximately 40% of all sexual assaults occur in a victim's home (with an additional nearly 20% occurring at the home of the victim's friend, relative, or neighbor)" (Victim Rights Law Center [VRLC], 2007, p. 279) .
Sexual Violence Close to Home
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Sexual Violence, Housing, And People of Color
Because poverty disproportionately affects people of color, safe and affordable housing can be less accessible for Native American, African American, Latin@* and other traditionally oppressed communities of color.
Native American victims/survivors also face distinct problems when securing appropriate housing. Curtiss and St. George (n.d.) indicate that "Native women are 50% more likely to be victimized by violent crime than any other ethnic group" (p. 8). Therefore it is imperative to examine the impact of housing and access to resources among Native women. Hamby explains that "American Indian communities often experience high rates of poverty and geographical isolation without adequate transportation or access to services. If sexually assaulted in or near their homes, Native victims/ survivors' isolation and lack of confidentiality within communities can exacerbate their victimization" (Hamby, 2004, p. 4) . This is yet another area in need of examination and increased protections and services.
African American women also face unique challenges related to sexual violence, poverty, and housing. A study of African American survivors of sexual violence concludes that "the majority (76%) attributed their rape to the riskiness of their living situations" (West, 2006, p. 3) . For African American women, the security of their housing is connected to their personal safety. The Department of Housing and Urban Development's Resident Characteristics Report revealed that Black/African Americans *The NSVRC has adopted the "@" symbol as a way to foster a non-sexist inclusive language. Adding the "@" symbol, which has both an "a" (feminine) and an "o" (masculine) reflects a more gender-neutral description of this population. The rates of sexual and physical assault among people who identify as transgendered and homeless are higher than the corresponding rates for women (Kushel et al., 2003 (Mottet & Ohle, 2003, p. 1) .
LGBTQ youth also experience oppression and discrimination due to their sexual orientation.
The National Gay and Lesbian Taskforce estimates that the amount of LGBTQ homeless youth in the U.S. ranges from 35% to 50% of all homeless youth (Ray, 2006) . According to the Center for American Progress (2010), the estimated amount of homeless youth in the U.S. is between 1.6 million to 2.8 million.
LGBTQ youth are likely to contend with negative reactions to their sexual orientation from family members. These reactions might include physical, sexual, or emotional abuse and the possibility of being kicked out of their homes.
Whether LGBTQ youth run away or are thrown out, the streets hold another set of dangers. According to the National Runaway Switchboard, "LGBT homeless youth are seven times more likely than their heterosexual peers to be victims of a crime" (Ray, 2006, p. 3) .
As mentioned in the previous section, homeless youth are exposed to a variety of detrimental behaviors once on the street and may turn to substance abuse, survival sex, and People with disabilities are vulnerable to those in closest proximity. Keeley's (2006) 
Sexual Violence and Homelessness
The importance of adequate shelter is According to a study of homeless and marginally housed people, "32% of women, 27% of men, and 38% of transgendered persons reported either physical or sexual victimization in the previous year" (Kushel et al., 2003 (Kushel et al., , p. 2495 ). Goodman, Fels, and Glen (2006) indicate that in one large and in-depth study, "92% of a racially diverse sample of homeless mothers had experienced severe physical and/or sexual violence at some point in their lives and 43% reported sexual abuse in childhood" (p. 2).
"The lifetime risk for violent victimization for homeless women with mental illness is 97%, making sexual violence a normative experience for this population" (Goodman et al., 2006, p. 12). In another study, "13% of homeless women reported having been raped in the past 12 months and half of these were raped at least twice" (Goodman et al., 2006, p. 2) . 8 Housing and Sexual Violence people, it was discovered that "27.1% of homeless men were sexually or physically assaulted while on the street" (Kushel et al., 2003 (Kushel et al., , p. 2495 . Of the 2,577 homeless persons studied, "9.4% of women, 1.4% of men, and 11.9% of transgendered persons" experienced sexual violence within the last year (Kushel et al., 2003 (Kushel et al., , p. 2495 . Further, "the rates of sexual assault among men were higher than most estimates among women in the general population" (Kushel et al., 2003 (Kushel et al., , p. 2496 ).
Overall, this study revealed that "marginally housed men and women reported significantly less victimization than those who were homeless" (Kushel et al., 2003, p. 2,495) .
Runaway and Homeless Youth
The 
Subsidized Housing Programs
There is great variability in housing programs 
Sexual Violence and Subsidized Housing
DeKeseredy and Schwartz (2002) 
Sexual Assaults Perpetrated by Landlords
Tenants in both private and subsidized housing are subject to sexual violence at the hands of landlords and property managers. In a national study, Keeley (2006) interviewed sexual assault advocates to learn about victims/survivors' experiences with housing. This study found that "58% of respondents reported incidents of tenants being sexually assaulted by landlords" (p. 443). Of those, 79% of women reported a range of behaviors by landlords preceding the sexual assaults, including "failing, such as by refusing to repair locks or to supply heat or hot water, to make the living place safe despite the tenant's request; sexually propositioning the tenant; stalking the tenant; or engaging in unwanted sexual contact with the tenant" (Keeley, 2006, p. 443) .
After the assaults many tenants are unable to move and must continue to live in an unsafe environment. Keeley (2006) indicates that "71% of women who were sexually assaulted or raped wanted to move after the incident but could not either because they had nowhere else to go or because they could not leave without financial penalty" (p. 444). This poses immense problems for people in poverty and those living in subsidized housing. "According to the survey, 45% of women who were sexually assaulted or raped lived in some kind of subsidized housing, such as public housing, Section 8 vouchersubsidized housing, or project-based Section 8" (Keeley, 2006, p. 444) . These tenants face more pronounced consequences if they resist the advances of landlords or property managers 58% of respondents reported incidents of tenants being sexually assaulted by landlords.
Section One: The Connections 13 because of economic disadvantages. "For lowincome single women facing loss of housing or homelessness, there is more pressure to accede to landlord demands or not to report a sexual assault or rape" (Keeley, 2006, p. 445) .
Sexual Violence in Rural Housing
Housing problems are heightened within rural communities, due in part to the scarcity of housing stock and homeless shelter options. Towards a community solution (the Spectrum), offers advocates a blueprint to engage in change across systems (Davis, Fujie Parks, & Cohen, 2006) . through organizational practice and policy change" (Davis et al., 2006, p. 6) . Through the Spectrum advocates can utilize housing as a tool of prevention and address system breakdowns that preclude safety and victimization. "By working at all six levels, communities can design an overall strategy that results in a whole that is greater than the sum of its parts" (Davis et al., 2006, p. 5) .
Level 1: Strengthening Individual Knowledge and Skills
The first level of the Spectrum focuses on "Strengthening Individual Knowledge and Skills" (Davis et al., 2006, p. 
Level 2: Promoting Community Education
The second tier of prevention is "Promoting 
Level 3: Educating Providers
The third level of prevention focuses on "Educating Providers" (Davis et al., 2006, p. 7) .
Housing can also be used as a prevention tool 
Level 4: Fostering Coalitions and Networks
The fourth tier of prevention includes "Fostering Coalitions and Networks" (Davis et al., 2006, p. 7) . 
Level 5: Changing Organizational Practices
The fifth tier of the Spectrum focuses on "Changing Organizational Practices" to prevent sexual violence (Davis et al., 2006, p. 7) . Given that housing can be a protective factor against sexual violence perpetration and victimization, public policy provides a critical platform for advocates to engage in the primary prevention of sexual violence. By advocating for policies and resources that expand affordable housing, 
Questions to consider
The following questions may help administrators when examining their agency policies and finding ways to integrate housing advocacy into their agencies. T he connections between sexual violence and housing are overwhelmingly clear. Complex relationships exist between housing, sexual assault, power, and oppression. Homelessness and sexual violence often affect the most vulnerable members of society -those targeted by racism , sexism, classism, ageism, ableism, and heterosexism.
